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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 

Giving Back Through the Montrose Community Foundation 
Grant Funding Supports all Areas of Programming 

 
Montrose, Co (January 29, 2018) – Giving back to the community continues to be the guiding mission of 
the Montrose Community Foundation (MCF).  Through a granting program that has spanned more than 
two decades, the Foundation has returned more than a million dollars to the support organizations 
serving our local community. On Tuesday, January 30th, the Foundation distributed $53,400 to 23 local 
organizations who are executing important and innovative projects in and around Montrose. 
 
Funding for these grants comes from a few sources. Through the Community Fund, the Foundation’s 
granting endowment fund, the interest and dividends are returned to the community during this annual 
competitive cycle.  For the fifth year, the Foundation has forged a philanthropic partnership with the 
City of Montrose to distribute Community Enhancement dollars. This year, Community Enhancement 
dollars made up $25,000 of the total grant awards. Lastly, dollars were also granted from the Russell 
Cook Education Fund and through an unsolicited grant from the Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation in 
Denver.  
 
Grants were given to the following organizations for projects in the area of Basic Needs: Uncompahgre 
Valley Legal Aid (UVLA) to provide legal assistance and education to seniors and low income residents 
who are 125%-200% below the federal poverty guideline; Christ’s Kitchen to provide a free, hot meal 
four times a week and delivered meals to home-bound seniors; Haven House to provide transitional 
living services for homeless families and provide programs that move these families and individuals 
towards self-sufficiency; CASA for the 1st Place on 2nd Street Affordable Housing project for at-risk, 
former foster care youth; All Points Transit for operational support to continue to provide the current 
level of rides in Montrose County; Kid’s Aid to help provide backpacks filled with non-perishable food for 
local students who don’t have food to eat on the weekends; Dream Catcher Therapy Center for support 
for an empathy and resilience therapy program that matches kids who have been bullied or have 
engaged in bullying behavior with therapists and rescued horses; and the Center for Mental Health to 
support their soon-to-open crisis center that will provide care to individuals in the six-county area that 
are experiencing a mental health crisis, as well as those who are being released from an in-patient 
hospital and need a more intensive level of support prior to returning to their home.  
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In the Education category, the following organizations received grants: Region 10 for their Caregiver 
Summit that brings together more than 150 caregivers in April for training and education on available 
resources; Bright Futures to help implement the early childhood learning Pyramid Model into Montrose 
County School schools; Community Options to help support their technology initiative for their adult, 
Day Program attendees who have an official diagnosis of being intellectually and developmentally 
disabled; San Juan L.E.A.D.S. to provide equipment for their credit bearing, competency based 
educational lessons on-site and in the outdoors for VISTA Charter School students; Hilltop Community 
Resources to support the Parents As Teachers program for early childhood development for nearly 70 
at-risk families; and Black Canyon Boys & Girls Club to provide transportation and/or support for off-
campus field trips for kids. 
 
The following organizations received grants for programs and services that addresses Recreation and 
Health/Wellness: Girls on the Run to fund an engaging and well-rounded running and mentorship 
program for young girls; Montrose Mountain Bike Team to help purchase rehabilitated mountain bikes 
and equipment for the team; and Montrose County School District Adaptive Sports Program to purchase 
equipment for students who require adaptive assistance to enjoy recreational activities. 
 
In the areas of Arts and Literature, the following two organizations received grants: Weehawken 
Creative Arts to support their renovation of classrooms in the Montrose Recreation Field House and 
KVNF Community Radio to help build their Studio M- an on-air studio that will be opening at the 
Proximity Space in Montrose in the Spring. 
 
Lastly in the area of Community Development, the following organizations received grants: Montrose 
Recreation Foundation to support the City of Montrose-led and Montrose Recreation District project 
“Connecting People to Their Parks & Recreation” to plan and build 2.25 miles of trails and infrastructure 
between North and South Montrose; the Gunnison Gorge Anglers to help fund a plan for handicapped 
river accessibility and gear for anglers as part of the same Trails & Recreation project; and Partners of 
Delta, Montrose and Ouray to expand their mentor program that matches adult mentors to at-risk 
youth.  
 
The Russell Cook Memorial Fund grant is given annually to outreaches that encourage students to stay 
engaged in education through innovative teaching curriculums, mentoring programs, or other programs 
that facilitate healthy growth of local youth. This year, the Russell Cook Memorial Fund Grant was 
awarded to Valley Food Partnership for their Healthy Eating and Active Living Challenge which helps 2nd 
and 6th students and their families understand the importance of a healthy, balanced diet and an active 
lifestyle. Funds will help support materials for the program and incentives for the participating teachers. 
 
For more information about Montrose Community Foundation please visit MontroseCF.com.   
 

### 
 

About Montrose Community Foundation:  
Established in 1994, to help fund community projects, the Montrose Community Foundation (MCF) is a 
charitable 501(c)3 organization with the long term goal of building permanent funds for the public 
benefit of the residents in the Montrose community. MCF is a multi-faceted organization, with an 
Executive Director as its leader, a 11 person volunteer Foundation Board that meets monthly and serves 
on committees to oversee every aspect of the foundation.  MCF serves the community as a non-profit 
resource, it grants funds, administers scholarships for local students, collaborates with community 



groups and fosters a compassionate community that is focused on the future through planned giving.  
For more information visit MontroseCF.com. 
 


